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DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL 

January 28, 2003 

Marlene H Dortch, Secretaly 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12"' Strcet. sw 
Washington. DC 20554 

Re: Notice of Inquiry-WT Docket No. 02-381 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

We received a copy o f the  FCC's Notice of Inquiry wi th  re5pect tn issues relatiny i o  tlie provision o f  
terrestrial wireless scrviccs to rural areas. On behalfof the Area Dcvelopmcnt Partticr\hip (Cliainhcr o f  
Commerce), I am wr i t ing tu let you know of the necessity of reliable wireless telecoriimitnications scrvices 
throughout the rural areas served by members ofour Chamber here in Hartiesbury The Area Develnpmcnt 
Partnership servcs communtties in a 2-cnunty area. Our primary ~ o a l  i s  to attract cben greater ccotioii i jc 
development io our area and see to it that our region has the necessary ititia,iructurc to support a vibrant 
and y o w i n g  busincss cliniatc 

I n  recent years, al l  o f o u r  members have come tn greatly appreciate the crit icil l  i o l e  \ \ I IC IC\>  sci.viccs play 
ill the delivery of business communications throughout our conitnunit?. but e>pec i i~ ! l )  111 rhc rural  pnl i ions 
of F-orrest and Lamar counties. In fact, our primary cnncern is h o u  \+e can ac l i l cvc  c \ e ~ i  hcrler iclrelcss 
connections throughout al l  o f o u r  rural areas and to a l l  of the rural custotncrs U C  \e l  L C .  111 l iyht  o f t l i e  
events of Septenibcr 1 I ,  2001, rl ie need for effective wireless cutninutiicatinn\ to i.espotid io emerycncy 
situations i s  increasingly important to us. 

I specitically want lo comment on the essential nature of continued adcqmtc support irom the Universal 
Service Suppon Fund (USF) io eligible wireless service providers. Suppori of  WII.CICI~ Fcrvice$ from the 
LJSF w i l l  promote imprnvemcnrs to wireless infrastructure and better availnhilit! oCwireIe5s service iti our 
rural areas. The \$ireless carriers that i iou  servc o r  niay potentially serbe oiir coii it i iunity are j u \ t  now 
getting the opportunity to realize benefits froni tlie LJSF for their scrvicc itnprovctnent,. On h c h a l f o f t h e  
AreaDeveloprncnt Pnnnersliip. I strnngl! urge thc FCC to make w r e  that substanrial suppori Trnm the LlSt 
remains svailablc to our  wi re !es  C x r i C r F  IO help rhcin fulf i l l  the goal of providing wrviLe throuSli;ut n u i  
rural areas and the frcater I latticsburg cotnniunity. 

Thank yoii ti>i~ yoitr coiisideraliori of oiir c o n i i n e n i ~  

Sincerely 

Liusan Walkcr, Vice President 
Chamber of Commerce 
One Convention Center Plaza 
Hattiesburg. MS 3940! 
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